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5:30 Moore Park 
Rev. Dr. Kerrin Kirkpatrick and Rev. Nikki Ross Bishop  

We will be singing with our hands, not with our mouths! Carol 
Miller will lead all the songs with sign and hand motions. 
 
GATHERING 
GREETING, SHARING NEWS OF THE CHURCH ALIVE 
PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST (with Social Distancing) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (Pastor Nikki) 
When I look at the heavens, the work of God’s fingers, the moon and the 
stars He has established,  
I often wonder, “Lord, what are human beings that You are mindful of us, 
mere mortals that You care for us?” 
Yet You know when I sit down and when I rise up; even before a word is 
on my tongue, You know it completely. 
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay Your hand upon me. 
In Your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when 
none of them as yet existed. 
I come to the end – I am still with you. Praise the Lord! 
 
HYMN                                                                 “I Am the Church” 
  
OPENING PRAYER –  (Pastor Nikki) 
Lord Jesus Christ, You are the way of peace. Come into the brokenness 
of our lives and our land with Your healing grace and love. Help us be 
willing to bow before You in true repentance, and to bow to one another 
in real mercy and forgiveness. By the fire of Your Holy Spirit, melt our 
hard hearts and consume the pride and prejudice which separate us. Fill 
us, O Lord, with Your perfect love, which casts out our fear, and bind us 
together in that unity which You share with the Father and the Holy  
Spirit. Amen.                                                                     (Cecil Kerr, alt.) 
 
SHARING OF JOYS, CONCERNS, & GOD SIGHTINGS 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE             1 Peter 4:8-11                Pastor Nikki 
 
SECOND SCRIPTURE                               Ephesians 2:4-10 
WITNESS TO THE WORD   

“God’s Umbrella of Grace” Pastor Kerrin 



HYMN OF RESPONSE  
“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” - Psalty Version 

  
 
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS    

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Pastor Nikki 
Gracious and merciful God, every good gift comes from You. We 
praise You and give You thanks for all Your mercies! It was Your 
goodness which created us, and Your abundant life which 
sustains us. Your discipline refines us, and Your patience gently 
waits for us. Your love redeems us. Help us to respond to such 
grace by placing ourselves into Your service, courageously  
giving up all things to align ourselves within Your blessed will; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. (Book of Worship, #551,alt) 

 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE   

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
First Hamilton Christian Reformed Church 

 
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 
HYMN            “Amazing Grace”          Africa University Choir 

 
LEAVING FOR SERVICE 



Join us for virtual TIM tables!! 
 

This year we will be having our Together In Ministry event in a whole 
new way. We invite you to visit our website or follow this link  
http://fumcames.org/ministry-videos/  to find out more about the small 
group ministry opportunities at our church. Here you will find a variety of 
short videos about all our small groups. Keep checking back as videos 
will be added throughout the first few weeks of September. 
 

Rally Sunday, September 13th (today) at 11:00 am, join us to meet the 
small group leaders, ask questions, and have time to chat with others in 
the group.  

NEW ALL CHURCH STUDY!! 
 

Our new all church study and preaching series will begin on September 
27th. We will be studying “The Walk” by Adam Hamilton. 
  

How do we walk with Christ—daily follow him, grow in him, and faithfully 
serve him? Join Adam Hamilton in “The Walk” and discover five  
essential spiritual practices rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God. In each 
chapter, Hamilton’s engaging teaching style will help you explore one of 
these practices—each of which is intended to be a part of our daily walk 
with Christ—its New Testament foundation, and its potential effect on 
our personal lives and our lives together as the church.  
  

The preaching series will work through the book as follows: 
9/27/20 "A Living Hallelujah" (Worship &Prayer) 
10/4/20 "The Importance of Listening & Paying Attention" (Study) (Love 
Feast) 
10/11/20 "Here I Am Lord, Send Me" (Serve) 
10/18/20 "Where Your Treasure Is" (Give) 
10/25/20 "Going Fishing, Reflecting Light" (Share) 
11/1/20 "The Five Practices From the Cross" (Love Feast) 
  

We will also have several small groups for discussion and deeper study 
of the book. For help finding a small group to join please contact Pastor 
Nikki at nikki@fumcames.org. We also invite you to purchase a book 
and follow along regardless of your involvement in small groups. 
  

To see video previews, access study videos, and purchase a book 
please visit bit.ly/amesfirstumcthewalk. If you need help  
purchasing a book, please contact Nicole Smith at 
nicole@fumcames.org or (515) 232-2750, or your adult study  
leader.  

http://fumcames.org/ministry-videos/
mailto:nikki@fumcames.org
mailto:nicole@fumcames.org


Rally Sunday for Children & Families 
September 13, at 8:30a.m. is our Rally Sunday 
Livestream Worship Service including a special 
Children’s Time where you’ll find out why  
Nicole was running around the church with an 
open umbrella all week.  
Following worship at 9:45a.m. children and  
families are invited to join together on Zoom for 
our Kick off to the Church School Year. Check 
your email for links to register for the Church 
School Year AND for the Zoom link for Sunday school. We will learn a 
new song, and Mrs. Carol Miller will be joining us to help teach us sign 
language for our new song. This will be the song we use to create our 
own Virtual Choir so we can share our song with everyone in October. 
See you on Rally Sunday! 

Children’s Sunday School 
 

This Church School Year, the children and 

families of Ames First United Methodist 

Church will be covering the all church theme 

of “Grace” by using the curriculum called 

“Compassion Camp.”  

Each week, the children will take part in 

music time and announcements at the  

beginning (like we usually do when in  

person), and will then have time with a different rotation –  

maybe art, drama, science, games. The final week of the unit will 

have students taking time with their grade level leaders in a 

breakout room to share any woo hoos or boo hoos that have been 

on their minds. If you are interested in helping with one of the 

grade levels or being another adult online with us, please contact 

Nicole! Sunday school will begin on Rally Sunday, September 13th 

and be held on Zoom beginning at 9:45a.m. We will typically run 

about 20-30 minutes. Sunday school is for age 2 through 5th 

grade. Kits will be available for each unit and can be picked up at 

the church entrance or delivered to local homes.  



Kids’ Club 
Wednesday Night Kidsõ Club will also look a little different this year 
as we hold our group gatherings on Zoom. We will begin Wednesday, 
September 16 at 6:30pm. We will keep sessions to about 30 minutes 
in length. We will be focused on the same theme as Sunday school  
using the Compassion Camp curriculum but Wednesdays will look 
more at the connection to the lives of our kids – how they can live 
out the compassion they are learning about – through stories and 
missional outreach. We will have some fun games and activities 
mixed in too! Kidsõ Club is for those in K-5th grade.  

Wonderful Wednesday Women 
Like everything else, things are  
going to look and feel different for 
Wonderful Wednesday Women this 
year. We are going to utilize Zoom 
through computers and through 
phone calls. If you have a phone, 
you can call in and join the  
conversation. We will be following 
along with the All Church Study 
“The Walk” by Adam Hamilton. Everyone will be able to participate using 
Zoom – even if you don’t have a computer and internet! Nicole will be 
sending out the information to access Zoom to all directly who have  
taken part in Wonderful Wednesday Women in the past year. If you 
would like to take part in the group and haven’t been in it before or  
haven’t been for a while, please let Nicole know so she can get you the 
information you need to take part in the class. The class will meet for the 
first time on Zoom on Wednesday, September 16 at 10:00a.m. Prior to 
that, Nicole will be happy to meet over the phone and/or on Zoom to 
practice using the meeting system. 

Intergenerational Opportunities 
 
This year we would LOVE to have multiple generations helping to share 
their special talents or hobbies with the children. No matter what decision 
families make for their children for school this fall, it’s going to look and 
feel different for the kids. Having some extra videos to share with the 
kids to help grow their knowledge, skills, faith, and personal connections/
relationships, with those in the congregation would be wonderful to have! 
If you have a hobby or special skill you’d like to share with the children, 
please contact Nicole. She’ll even record you sharing it (safely from a 
distance and with a mask on or through Zoom) if you aren’t able to do 
so! 



YOUTH NEWS 
 
Its that time of year for your Christian Education to start back up too!     
High School (HS) starts on Sunday (13th). The session will be at 
10:30am. Here is the Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/86183625219 
  
Middle School (MS) starts next Wednesday (16th). The session will start 
at 6:30pm. Here is the Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/81320445063 
  
These links will remain the same throughout the year. I will send  
reminders out though too. If you do not receive emails from Kim, please 
send her your address so that she can get you on the list. Her email 
is:  Kim@fumcames.org. 
  
Up With Puppets will be starting back up in October-which is very  
exciting! If you are, or have a student that is, interested in joining  
Puppets-please let me know and I will pass you along to the right  
people. 
  
Do you have a talent that you are willing to share with our youth?  
Great-then we are looking for you! Please let Kim know if you are  
interested. 
  
We know that ASP has touched the lives of many in this church. As we 
think about preparing ourselves for next year's trip, we are looking for 
someone to assist with the fundraising/communication aspect of the  
program. If you feel called to do this, please let Kim know.   
  
Thank you! 

“FOUNDATIONS FOR CHRISTIAN FAITH” 
 

Pastor Kerrin is offering “Foundations for Christian Faith” for adults 
again this year! The “Foundations” class parallels what the Confirmation 
class is learning, but it is not just for new or exploring Christians. It is 
designed for Bible study beginners as well as seasoned Bible study  
participants. The breadth of experiences in the class enriches the study 
for the whole group! “Foundations for Christian Faith” is divided into four 
modules of 6-7 weeks each. (for more info, check Sept. newsletter) 
Please contact the office by Monday, September 14th (this has been 
extended just in case you missed the announcement) to sign up for 
the class so that we can get materials sent to everyone. There is no cost 
to take the class. The class begins September 16th. 
Office phone: 232-2750.  Email: office@fumcames.org 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86183625219
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81320445063
mailto:Kim@fumcames.org
mailto:office@fumcames.org


National Diaper Need Awareness Week 

draws attention to the issue of diaper need in 
the U.S. A signature initiative of the National 
Diaper Bank Network launched in 2012, the 
week provides individuals, organizations, 

communities, and elected officials the opportunity to engage in real talk 
and simple actions. By working together we can ensure that all babies 
have access to clean diapers and other basic necessities required for 
them to thrive and reach their full potential. 
One in three U.S. families struggles to provide enough diapers to keep a 
baby or toddler clean, dry, and healthy. 
https://nationaldiaperbanknetwork.org/national-diaper-need-awareness-
week/ 
The diaper drive is September 21-27, 2020. Several members of our 
church belong to Altrusa International of Ames. They would like to set up 
a drop off station at the church. They would like to get several boxes  
donated from our church. The box of diapers can be any size. You can 
also get boxes of wipes that have like 12 individual packages in the box. 
The diapers have individual packages in the box, as well. The local  
charities can hand out a package to the family (not the whole box). 
When they are dropped off in the entry way, Deb will bring them inside.  

MISSIONS OPPORTUNITY 
 

FUMC, through our Missions Committee, donates money to local,  
conference, national and international missions. One of the  
organizations we give to locally is ACCESS (Assault Care Center  
Extending Shelter & Support). ACCESS is a nonprofit offering services 
to survivors of domestic and sexual abuse and those in housing crisis.  
They also have a Violent Crime program. ACCESS serves Story, 
Boone, Greene, Marshall and Tama counties.   
 

If anyone would prefer to donate specific items to ACCESS, we will be 
collecting items in a tote that will be placed in the church entryway and 
taken to their office regularly. They have a Wish List on their website 
https://www.assaultcarecenter.org/en/housing/agency_wish_list/.  For 
anyone without internet, their wish list includes toilet paper, paper  
towels, towels and washcloths, bedding (full sheets/twin sheets),  
laundry detergent, dish soap, hand soap, dishwasher tablets,  
disinfecting wipes, disinfecting spray, hand sanitizer, gift cards for gas, 
grocery stores, Target or Wal-Mart. Also on their website you may see 
their Target wish list. If anyone would like to purchase something from 
that list, you are welcome to place it in the tote at church for us to 
 deliver.   
 

Thank you for your generosity in supporting an agency doing important 
work.   

https://nationaldiaperbanknetwork.org/national-diaper-need-awareness-week/
https://nationaldiaperbanknetwork.org/national-diaper-need-awareness-week/
https://www.assaultcarecenter.org/en/housing/agency_wish_list/


 

 

To view church services live, go to http://bit.ly/amesfirstumclivestream.  
To view past services and other church events, go to Ames First United 
Methodist Church's YouTube page at http://bit.ly/amesfirstumcyoutube.  

AFFIRMATION OF WELCOME  
 

 As a community of the people of God, we are called to  
minister to ALL people of the world, knowing that the world is often 
an unloving place, a place of alienation and brokenness. Christ 
calls us to reconciliation and wholeness, and we are challenged by 
the Gospel to be agents of healing within our society. 

 

We stand in affirmation with the Apostle Paul that “in Christ 
there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there 
is neither male nor female.” ALL are ONE IN CHRIST. We at Ames 
First UMC acknowledge that this reconciliation encompasses ALL 
within the community of faith who exhibit differences in race,  
gender, and ethnicity, as well as age, culture, physical ability,  
educational level, economic status, personality, marital status, and 
sexual orientation. 
 

In response to the often hostile social climate with  
respect to diversity within our society and the resulting  
feelings of alienation from the Church, we wish to make known our 
caring and concern. It is for this purpose that we affirm the  
following: 

 

ALL persons share the worth that comes from being unique 
individuals created by God; 

 

ALL persons are welcome within the membership of this 
congregation upon making an affirmation of faith; and, 

 

ALL persons are encouraged and expected to share in the 
sacramental and general life of this congregation as  
members of this church. 

#ÏÎÔÁÃÔ -ÙÒÎÁ #ÁËÅÒÉÃÅ ƽÍÃÁËÅÒÉÃÅʐÁÏÌƚÃÏÍƾ ÔÏ  
ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ Á 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ 9/52 ÍÕÓÉÃ ÖÉÄÅÏƚ 

Audio/Video/Streaming 
Marty Sankey                Mike Evans 

http://bit.ly/amesfirstumclivestream
http://bit.ly/amesfirstumcyoutube

